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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Cost of War — Continental Money. — Every reader is doubtless fa- 
miliar with the plan, adopted by Congress during the Revolutionary War, 
of raising money by paper issues called Continental Money. I have before 
me Mr. Jefferson's account of those issues made after the close of the war. 
They began in June, 1775, with $2,000,000, and ended in November, 1779, 
making a grand total of $200,000,000. He estimates all this to have been 
worth, in silver dollars, only a litde more than $36,000,000. " By March, 
1780," he says, "it had fallen to forty dollars for one, till in the end of 
1780, it had fallen to seventy-five for one." In some of the Southern States 
it continued to circulate, he tells us, until " it fell to one thousand for one." 

Mr. Jefferson admits, that this depreciation was " a real tax, and by a 
mode of taxation the most offensive of all, because the most unequal of all." 
It was thus we paid for the war of the revolution vastly more than our treas- 
ury reports would show. Probably the people lost in this way a hundred 
millions not reckoned in the usual estimates of the cost of the war; and 
yet Mr. Jefferson says it cost Great Britain as many guineas as it cost us 
dollars. 

Incentives to the War-Spirit. — We hardly suspect how many causes 
are silently yet fatally at work, even in Christian communities, to keep 
alive the war spirit, to enshrine the achievements of war in the admira- 
tion of men, and thus pave the way for other deeds of glorious robbery and 
murder. Our Mexican War was a striking illustration of this point. Mr. 
Livermore, in writing his Prize Review of that war, tells us that he had be- 
fore him even then, just after its close, no less than forty eight volumes 
devoted to its illustration, and generally applauding that shameful tissue 
of folly <-nd crime. It seems we are not at the end of such mischievous 
issues from the press; for a letter-writer from Paris to a New York paper, 
says : — 

I have just returned from a visit to Mr. George Williams Kendall, who 
had the goodness to submit to my inspection, his magnificent folio, entitled 
The War between the United States and Mexico — Illustrated. It embraces 
pictorial drawings of all the principal conflicts, with a description of each 
battle by Mr. Kendall. The illustrations are from the pencil of Mr. Carl 
Hebel, author of a work much admired — a Picturesque and Archaeological 
Voyage in Mexico. This gentleman was familiar with the localities; he 
surveyed them specially for the performance of his task ; and his drawings 
correspond in the happiest style to his experienced coup a" eil and imagina- 
tive talent. Nothing of the kind can be more graphic, natural and impres- 
sive. All praise may likewise be given to the colored engraving, for which 
the best European art was engaged, and richly paid. The letter-press is 
distinguished by a suitable excellence and beauty. The sixty pages in 
folio are equal to about three hundred and fifty ordinary octavo pages. 
There are twelve prints in all. I was informed that the volume would be 
ready for sale next January, at New York. Its claims to honor ani patron- 
age rival those of any one of similar design and execution. Whatever di~ 
versity of opinion may exist touching the origin and results of the Mexican 
War, we must all exult in the prowess of our countrymen, arid welcome what 
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serves to place their exploits in the most brilliant relief. Public sentiment, 
national pride, will assure to Mr. Kendall the credit and remuneration to 
which he is entided by his liberal and patriotic enterprise. The conception 
and perseverance should be as fortunate lor himself as for American renown. 
Where so much pains, expense and risk were to be inclined, we cannot 
presume that the impulse was pecuniary gain. It must have been far su- 
perior in dignity and lorce ; yet those who duly appreciate his feelings and 
main purposes, will feel the propriety and duty of contributing to his reim- 
bursement. Judging by the merits and reputation of his former volume, 
The Texan Sank Fe Expedition, and of his letters from Paris to the New 
Orleans Picayune, we may presume all good of his descriptions of the 
battles in Nexico. So splendid a woik as the present cannot fail to find 
favor in Great Britain, and procure eclat for American character, wherever it 
may be seen in Europe. 

The Navy a Nest of Drones. — Congress, says one writing from Wash- 
ington some months ago, is ill-content wi;h the existence of the present 
Naval system, and will get rid of it. They will begin with pruning, and 
end with beheading it. They do not and will not see the benefit of contin- 
uing a system which, as they say, pensions on the government a large body 
of officers who have nothing to do but <: wait orders." There are sixty-eight 
captains, of whom eleven are at sea, and ninety-eight commanders, of whom 
thirty are at sea. It has been shown, too, by the experience of many 
years, that the Naval bureaux, filled as they are with orfieers, cannot con- 
struct a steam-ship. Their last effort, the Saranae, is an abortion ; and they 
will not run the hazard of sending her across the ocean. She could no t 
take coal enough to steam her across the Atlantic. 



STIPULATED ARBITRATION. 

PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS OF THIS MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES. 

As a portion of the friends of peace in different parts of our country have 
for several years past sent petitions to Congress for action in favor of super- 
seding the alleged necessity of war by the adoption of peaceful substitutes, 
it may be well to inform them of the progress already made, and the present 
prospects of success. Petitions at large addressed only the two Houses of 
Congress; but our Society petitioned the Executive as well as the Legisla- 
tive departments of the government. As our petition was the leading one, 
and has not been published in our pages, we copy it here : 

To the honorable the Senate of the United States. 

The undersigned, on behalf of the American Peace Society, beg leave 
respectfully to call the attention of your honorable body to the means of 
averting from our country in future the calamities of war, and of rendering 
the example of this great Republic as conducive to the peace, as it already 
is to the civil and religious liberty, of the civilized world. 

We will not trespass on the time of your honorable body by dwelling on 
the well-known and acknowledged evils of war, nor on the irrational and 
precarious arbitrament of the sword in adjusting international controversies. 

Among the many cheering indications of the progress made at the pres- 
ent day in advancing the cause of human happiness, one of the most im- 
portant is the general solicitude now felt, both in Europe and America, to 
devise substitutes for war, and thus destroy one of the direst scourges that 
has ever afflicted mankind. 



